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Remarks at the Annual Convention of the National Religious
Broadcasters
January 27, 1992

Thank you for that wonderfully warm wel-
come. And to President Dave Clark, may
I thank you, sir; Brandt Gustavson, the ex-
ecutive director. And let me salute your
leadership of the NRB. I understand that
former Secretary Dole was to be here; I
don’t know that she is. I know FCC Chair-
man Sykes is. And I see, of course, two
good, respected friends, Jim Dobson and
Billy Graham.

Ladies and gentlemen, this marks the fifth
time that I’ve had the honor of addressing
the annual convention of the National Reli-
gious Broadcasters. A year ago we met in
the first week of a struggle to protect what
is right and true. And I came before you
to talk of what was not a Christian or Jewish
war, not a Moslem war. It was a just war.
And in the Persian Gulf we fought for good
versus evil. It was that clear to me: right
versus wrong, dignity against oppression.
And America stood fast so that liberty could
stand tall.

Today I want to thank you for helping
America, as Christ ordained, to be ‘‘a light
unto the world.’’ Your support honored the
finest soldiers, the finest sailors, marines,
airmen, and coastguardsmen that any nation
has ever known. And what they did in war,
let us now do in peace. Just as our forces
fought to defend all of what is best about
America, we need you to help instill the
traditional values that make life and liberty
worth defending.

Let me begin with some good news for
modern man. According to Gallup, the Gal-
lup surveys, no society is more religious
than the United States of America. Seven
in ten Americans believe in life after death;
8 in 10, that God works miracles. Nine in
ten Americans pray. And more than 90 per-
cent believe in God, to which I say, thank
God. I wish it were 100 percent.

Now, I know this is an election year. And
I don’t know about Damascus, but this pri-
mary season we’re seeing a lot of conver-
sions on the road to New Hampshire.
[Laughter] But I don’t want this to be a

partisan speech, and I appreciated so much
what David Clark said about values. I want
to speak of the values that I know you all
believe in, values which sustain America,
values that are always in fashion.

The first value is not simply American but
universal. And I refer to the sanctity of life.
I will stand on the side of choosing life.

Next comes a value which gives each life
meaning: the self-reliance central to the dig-
nity of work. Go to the barrios of San Anto-
nio or the suburbs of St. Paul, and there
you will find people who ask for only what
our forefathers had, the same opportunity
which helped us brave independence, push
back the wilderness, win two World Wars,
and create the highest standard of living in
the history of man. The Bible reminds us,
‘‘By thy works shall ye know them.’’ What
we must do is give working Americans that
level playing field to keep us as rich in
goods as we have been blessed in spirit.

Tomorrow I’m giving a speech. [Laugh-
ter] The State of the Union Address will
detail how we can nurture creativity as old
as 1776, harness it to the needs of a new
American century. Remember, to this day
the only footsteps on the Moon are Amer-
ican footsteps. The only flag on the Moon
is the Stars and Stripes. The knowledge that
put it there is stamped ‘‘Made in the
U.S.A.’’ Yes, the world looks to us to lead,
and lead we will. Americans can outwork,
outproduce, outcompete any nation in the
world. And we must do all we can to further
that end. And I will do my level-best. And
I need your help.

The next value I speak of must be forever
cast in stone. I speak of decency, the moral
courage to say what is right and condemn
what is wrong. And we need a Nation closer
to ‘‘The Waltons’’ than ‘‘The Simpsons’’—
[laughter]—an America that rejects the inci-
vility, the tide of incivility, and the tide of
intolerance. We see this tide in the naked
epithet and in the code words that play to
our worst prejudices. We see it when
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people ridicule religion and religious lead-
ers, like the group which desecrated com-
munion hosts on the steps of St. Patrick’s
Cathedral. We see this tide of incivility and
intolerance in bigotry, in discrimination, and
anti-Semitism.

Have they no decency? Have they no
honor? Have they no respect for the rights
of others? I will continue to speak out
against these apostles of hate who poison
our kids’ minds and debase their souls.
There is no place, whatever our views, there
is no place in America for religious preju-
dice, for anti-Semitism, or racial prejudice.

This, then, brings me to a fourth value
crucial to America: the belief in the family,
the foundation of our strength. Take my
kids, for example. Having helped put them
through college, I remember receiving let-
ters from them. Barbara does, too. And
there would always be a P.S. at the bottom.
It was those three words that said so much
about the bond between parents at home
and kids at school, ‘‘Please send money.’’
[Laughter]

But this one is true. The other day I was
visited by the leaders of the National
League of Cities, mayors from big cities and
small, liberal and conservative, Republican
and Democrat. And they were unanimous
in their view that the major underlying
problem in our cities is the decline of the
American family. And they are right; too
often, family is under siege. Each one of
us, parents, preachers, politicians, and
teachers, must do our part to defend it. I
do not want one single action that I take
as President to weaken the American family.
And I want to strengthen it in every way
that I can. Every law that is passed should
guard against weakening the family.

And that is why I insisted that the child
care bill that I signed in 1990 allow parents,
not bureaucrats, to decide how to care for
their children. I refused to see the option
of a religious-based child care restricted or
eliminated.

Our national education strategy—we call
it America 2000, and it is an exciting pro-
gram—helps the family by enhancing paren-
tal involvement in education, insisting that
choice include both private and public
schools. I do not believe it is unconstitu-
tional for schoolkids to have the same

choice that I got under the GI bill or that
college kids now get under the Pell grant
or that ex-servicemen now get under the
Montgomery bill.

Last week, I announced another policy to
strengthen the family, expanding the pre-
school program to serve all those 4-year-
olds who are eligible, the largest funding
increase in the history of project Head
Start. And when this is enacted, we will be
much closer to achieving one of our six na-
tional educational goals, that every
schoolchild should start school ready to
learn.

And finally, families will stay together
only if drugs do not drive them apart. Win-
ning the war on drugs means waging war
on crime. Now, we’ve made the commit-
ment. And altogether, the new Federal
budget that I’ll introduce 2 days from now
will increase spending to combat crime by
$1.2 billion, to a total of almost $16 billion.
Now that’s nearly 60 percent higher than
when I took office in 1989.

My new budget will provide a half a bil-
lion dollars for an initiative that we call
‘‘Weed and Seed.’’ Not enthralled with the
name, but listen to what it does. [Laughter]
Today our very able Attorney General, Bill
Barr, point man in this new operation, is
spelling out all its details. But let me say
this much right now. ‘‘Weed and Seed’’
works this way. First, we join Federal, State,
and local forces to weed out the gang lead-
ers, the violent criminals, the drug dealers
who plague our neighborhoods. And when
we break their deadly grip, we follow up
with part two: We seed those neighbor-
hoods with expanded educational opportuni-
ties, job training, health care, and other so-
cial services. But the key to the ‘‘seed’’ con-
cept will be jobs-generating initiatives such
as enterprise zones to give people who call
these neighborhoods home something to
hope for.

There is more to do to win the final vic-
tory in our war on drugs. We are making
progress. We are winning. Over the past
4 years, marijuana, crack, and cocaine use
has definitively declined. And what’s more,
today kids aged 9 to 12 are the most anti-
drug group in America. The highest at-risk
group remains 13- to 17-year-olds. But last



153

Administration of George Bush, 1992 / Jan. 27

year, for the first time, 13-year-olds mir-
rored the behavior of preteenagers.

Drugs affect a multitude of issues. They
contribute to AIDS; they contribute to
homelessness, shattering families and fu-
tures, hopes and dreams. And that’s why,
literally, we should thank God for the drug
use decline. The drop in use doesn’t just
prove we were right in our assault on sub-
stance use, it shows how we can achieve
drugs’ unconditional surrender. We will tri-
umph through tough enforcement and
through education, increasing awareness of
the damage drugs do.

And in that spirit, let us resolve to treat
the victims of AIDS and drug abuse with
compassion and caring. Let us redouble our
efforts to help with treatment and with edu-
cation. That will help eliminate the risks in-
volved.

Over the last 4 years, more kids talked
about drugs with their parents and teachers.
Another reason for drug use decline has
been America’s print and electronic media,
the major source of drug information and
the primary influencer on drug use, espe-
cially among the young. Together, they have
helped reawaken America’s conscience
which, in turn, inspires America’s greatness.

Later today I will unveil our fourth na-
tional drug control strategy to build on
these beginnings. It will say no to drugs.
It will say yes to life. But it cannot just
be done by the Government. To stop drug
use will require caring and community,
above all, abundant love.

Let me tell you, remind you, for some
of you, tell you others a story. Once, a great
First Lady, Pat Nixon, toured a medical
center. And she stopped to embrace a little
girl that was blinded by rubella. And for
a few minutes, she talked to the girl and
held her close. And then later, someone told
her that the child was deaf as well as blind.
And Pat answered that she had known that.
‘‘But she knows what love is,’’ Mrs. Nixon
said. ‘‘She can feel love.’’

America’s love is conveyed in many ways:
in what we oppose, injustice and tyranny;
in what we support, the inalienable rights
that include the freedom to think and
dream and worship and, yes, vote as we
please. To preserve our liberty, America
once deposed a king, fought a great Civil

War, and five times in this century sent
Americans into major battle.

And yet, freedom is not ours alone; it is
our most treasured export. If you doubt
freedom’s victory, look to the Persian Gulf.
Look to the former Soviet Union, where
those once oppressed crowd reopened
churches and synagogues. Look to Eastern
Europe, where Christmas carols warm the
bright winter chill. It is written, ‘‘In the be-
ginning was the Word.’’ Here is the word
for 1992: Today, the times are on the side
of peace because the world, increasingly, is
on the side of God.

I remember an early trip to the Soviet
Union by our friend Billy Graham. He came
back, and he reported that faith in God was
very much alive in Russia. And some hard-
liners ridiculed him. Some even thought he
shouldn’t go. Today, we see that he clearly
was right.

This brings me, then, to the ultimate
value that sustains America and the values
I have already cited: a belief in prayer. Ob-
viously, no country can claim a special place
in God’s heart. Yet we are better as a peo-
ple because He has a special place in ours.

I once asked one of my grandkids how
he felt about prayer. And he said, ‘‘Just try
getting through a math test without it.’’
[Laughter] In Sunday school children learn
that God is everywhere, but in public school
they find that He’s absent from class. And
I continue to believe, as do the overwhelm-
ing majority of Americans, in the right to
nondenominational voluntary school prayer.

The values I have spoken of remind us
of the truth that comes on one’s knees. And
I believe with all my heart that one cannot
have this job, cannot be America’s Presi-
dent, without a belief in God, without a
belief in prayer.

The poet Walt Whitman once asked what
made America America, and he replied sim-
ply, ‘‘Its religion. Otherwise there is no real
and permanent grandeur.’’ Let that be our
essence as a people and our message as a
Nation.

Thank you for this occasion. And may
God bless this most wondrous land on
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Earth, the United States of America. Thank
you very, very much.

Note: The President spoke at 11:59 a.m. at
the Sheraton Washington Hotel. In his re-

marks, he referred to James Dobson, clinical
psychologist and president of Focus on the
Family, and evangelist Billy Graham.

Appointment of Les T. Csorba as a Special Assistant to the
President and Associate Director of Presidential Personnel for
National Security Affairs
January 27, 1992

The President has announced his inten-
tion to appoint Les T. Csorba to be Special
Assistant to the President and Associate Di-
rector of Presidential Personnel for National
Security Affairs. He would succeed Jose E.
Martinez.

Since 1989, Mr. Csorba has served as Act-
ing Associate Director of Boards and Com-
missions in the Office of Presidential Per-
sonnel, the National Security Deputy Asso-
ciate Director of Boards and Commissions,
and Special Assistant in the Office of Spe-
cial Placement and Administration in the
Office of Presidential Personnel. In 1989,
he served as deputy to the Special Assistant

to the President for Public Liaison. In addi-
tion, he served on the transition staff in the
Office of the President-Elect in 1988; on
the national voter coalitions staff during
George Bush for President, 1988; and as
a member of the Bush/Quayle ’88 National
Youth Steering Committee, 1988.

The son of 1956 Hungarian refugees, Mr.
Csorba is a naturalized United States citi-
zen. Mr. Csorba graduated from the Univer-
sity of California, Davis (B.A., 1985). A Sun-
day school teacher at the First Baptist
Church of Alexandria, he is married, has
one child, and resides in Alexandria, VA.

Remarks at a Drug Control Strategy Meeting
January 27, 1992

Thank you all very much. And let me sin-
gle out those gentlemen with me: Governor
Bob Martinez; Attorney General, Mr. Barr;
Secretary Sullivan; and Secretary of Edu-
cation Alexander. It’s a pleasure to be with
all of you, and I’m especially happy to wel-
come the Ambassadors of Bolivia, Colom-
bia, Ecuador, Mexico, Peru, and Venezuela,
neighbors with whom we’re intensifying our
cooperation in the fight against drugs. And
ladies and gentlemen all, thank you.

I’ve been briefed on what kind of a pres-
tigious audience, an important group we
have here with us today. All of us are here
today to give you an update on America’s
war against drug abuse.

First, let me say it is a real war. This
isn’t a headline writer’s hype of some sort.

The poison of drug abuse and the violence
it breeds have left a trail of death and de-
struction in our cities. And anyone who lives
in a big city knows of places close to home
that look like war zones, with the neighbor-
hoods burned and scarred, tyrannized by
gangs, by drug gangs. Gang violence is
claiming the lives of kids who get caught
up in drugs, and the drug gangs’ gun battles
are even stealing the lives of innocent by-
standers.

We haven’t won this war yet, but I’m de-
termined that we will. Everybody that is
working the problem is determined that we
will win this war. It is imperative that we
put more resources into our fight. Accord-
ingly, I’m asking the Congress for fiscal ’93
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